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Pembangunan spiritual jalan
asnaf keluar kemiskinan

Oleh Siti Nadiah Mohd Ali
bhagama@bh.com.my

Keperluan asnaf yang pelbagai men-
jadikan Majlis Agama Islam Negeri
(MAIN) lebih kreatif mencipta bantuan
demi bantuan demi memastikan ke-
langsungan hidup kelompok sasar itu.

Kewujudan rumah zakat, sekolah za-
kat, tanah zakat membuktikan MAIN
sentiasa berusaha memainkan pera-
nannya menyantuni kumpulan asnaf
disyariatkan Allah.

Terkini, kerjasama strategik Lemba-
ga Zakat Negeri Kedah (LZNK) dan
Bank Islam memperkenalkan Skim
Pembiayaan Rumah Asnaf Bergaji bagi
membantu golongan itu memiliki ke-
diaman sendiri.

Melalui skim ini, asnaf terpilih perlu
melunaskan bayaran RM260 sebulan
kepada pihak bank bagi tempoh 10 ta-
hun.

Oleh kerana kemampuan kewangan
LZNK terhad, setakat ini hanya dua
permohonan diluluskan, namun kedi-
aman asnaf terbabit sudah pun siap
dibina.

Menyedari bahawa keperluan asas
asnaf adalah rumah kediaman, Majlis

Agama Islam Negeri Johor (MAINJ) tu-

rut membina 32 unit rumah transit un-
tuk kemudahan asnaf di Kampung Te-
nglu di Mersing.

Penggunaan dana zakat berjumlah
RM3.5 juta itu benar-benar dimanfaat-

. kan MAINJ.

Majlis Agama Islam Negeri Pulau Pi-
nang (MAINPP) juga bersama UDA
Holdings Berhad menyumbang dalam
usaha merancakkan pembangunan pe-
rumahan milik asnaf.

Di atas tanah wakaf Projek Wakaf
Seetee Aisah 2, pembinaan 150 unit ru-
mah kos rendah disasarkan untuk di-
peruntukkan kepada golongan asnaf
dan B40.

Namun, apa yang menyedihkan, usa-
ha murni digerakkan sesetengah
MAIN seolah-olah tidak dihargai asnaf.

Ibarat diberikan susu, tetapi dibalas
pula dengan tuba, itu adalah perum-

+ pamaan boleh digambarkan terhadap

sebuah keluarga asnaf yang dibantu
MAINJ sejak 2015, dengan menempat-
kan mereka di sebuah rumah transit

berkonsepkan zakat.

Menyedihkan sekali apabila rumah
percuma diberikan MAINJ ditinggal-
kan dalam keadaan kotor, berbau bu-

suk dan mengalami banyak kerosakan.

Realitinya, cabaran dipikul penguru-
san zakat bukan sekadar memastikan
kelangsungan hidup asnaf, sebaliknya
terpaksa juga menghadapi cemuhan
dan kritikan masyarakat.

Benar bukan semua asnaf bersikap
demikian. Namun, dalam meningkat-
kan pembangunan fizikal dalam kala-
ngan asnaf di Malaysia, tentunya ca-
baran paling getir perlu dipikul ins-
titusi zakat adalah membangunkan ji-
wa asnaf itu sendiri.

Pembangunan spiritual yang ampuh
dalam kalangan asnaf, akan menjadi-
kan mereka insaf dan sedar akan ama-

nah dipikul masing-masing untuk men-

jaga harta zakat yang menjadi tang-
gungjawab mereka.

Justeru, tidak timbul lagi isu kelom-
pok asnaf tertentu menjadi penerima
dana zakat berterusan untuk tiga ge-
nerasi.

Melaluinya, mereka akan sedar tang-

gungjawab dalam diri untuk keluar da-
ripada kepompong penerima zakat, se-
kali gus berpindah menjadi pembayar

zakat pula.

Namun, untuk keluar daripada stig-
ma penerima zakat memerlukan usaha
asnaf sendiri.

Contoh terbaik, kejayaan jenama
‘Cendol Borhan’ terkenal milik Bumi-
putera Islam yang juga pernah mene-
rima bantuan zakat.

Perniagaan cendol diusahakan mela-
yakkan pemiliknya dinobat ikon asnaf
yang berjaya melakar sejarah terbaik
Lembaga Zakat Selangor (LZS).

Hakikatnya, memahami konsep sebe-
nar zakat akan memberi satu kehar-
monian dalam kalangan masyarakat.

Keharmonian ekosistem pembayar
zakat, pihak pengurusan zakat dan as-
naf selaku kumpulan sasar akan mem-
bantu banyak proses membabitkan
urusan zakat.

Penulis adalah Pensyarah Kanan
Pusat Pengajian Pengurusan Hartanah,
Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM) Perak
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MAIJLIS PERASMIAN 4
STESEN TRANSIT
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KU SANTIN NEST

Amirudin (tengah) bersama Aranols (dua dari kiri) pada ma;hs perasmian stesen transit kuarantin (QTS)

COVID-19, di Shah Alam, semalam.

(Foto Muhd Asyraf Sawal/BH)

Nestle sedia stesen
kuarantin COVID-19

Kemudahan

100 bilik hotel
_tempatkan kontak
‘rapat pesakit

Oleh Hazwan Faisal Mohamad
hazwanfaisal@bb.iqm

Nestle (Malaysia) Bhd menubuh-
kan stesen transit kuarantin
(QTS) COVID-19 di Hotel Pega-
sus, Shah Alam, yang menawar-
kan sehingga 100 bilik untuk me-
nempatkan kontak rapat pesakit
virus itu.

Ketua Pegawai Eksekutif Nest-
le Malaysia, Juan Aranols, ber-

kata kemudahan yang dise--

diakan itu adalah menerusi ker-
jasama rapat dengan Kemente-
rian Kesihatan (KKM) dan akan
beroperasi selama dua bulan ber-
mula semalam.

Katanya, selepas tempoh itu,
Nestle akan berbincang dengan
KKM dan menilai semula keper-

luan sama ada perlu melanjutkan
lagi perkhidmatan QTS terbabit.

“Stesen ini ditubuhkan untuk
mereka mempunyai hubungan
rapat dengan pesakit COVID-19,
juga dikenali sebagai orang di
bawah pengawasan (PUS). Ia di-
buka kepada kakitangan Nestle
dan keluarga, selain kumpulan
B40 dan golongan berpendapatan
rendah di Selangor.

“la menyediakan persekitaran
yang sewajarnya kepada mereka
yang tidak mempunyai kemuda-
han sesuai untuk menjalani kua-
rantin di rumah, merangkumi
bilik dan kemudahan hotel se-
cara percuma serta hidangan
makanan tiga kali sehari.

“Segala kos QTS ini akan di-
tanggung sepenuhnya oleh pihak
Nestle,” katanya pada sidang me-
dia selepas pelancaran kemuda-
han itu di Shah Alam, semalam.

QTS itu dilancarkan oleh Men-
teri Besar Selangor, Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari.

Sementara itu, Amirudin ber-
kata, kerajaan negeri Selangor
mengalu-alukan kerjasama

swasta dan aWam dalam usaha
menangani jangkitan COVID-19
di negeri itu.

“Ini adalah kerjasama pertama
di antara kerajaan negeri dengan
pihak swasta bagi-membuka pu-
sat transit kuarantin COVID-19
di negeri ini.

“la juga pusat kuarantin kedua
di Selangor di bawah kerajaan
negeri selepas Institut Latihan
Islam Malaysia (ILIM) yang ter-
letak di‘Sepang,” katanya.

Beliau berkata, QTS itu akan
menumpukan perkhidmatan ke-
pada kontak rapat pesakit CO-
VID-19 yang berada di kawasan
tengah dan utara negeri itu, ma-
nakala ILIM akan memberi tum-
puan kepada mereka yang ber-
ada di bahagian selatan.

“Mereka akan ditempatkan di
transit ini dan sekiranya dida-
pati positif barulah akan dihan-
tar ke Pusat Kuarantin dan Ra-
watan COVID-19 Berisiko Ren-
dah (PKRC) di Taman Ekspo Per-
tanian Malaysia (MAEPS), Ser-
dang dan hospital yang berke-
naan,” katanya.
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Ibu Yati

ditahan, didakwa

Oleh ABDUL RAZAK IDRIS
utusannews@mediamulia.com.my

SHAH ALAM: Wan Norhayati
Wan Alias atau lebih dikenali
Ibu Yati yang terpalit dengan
isu ajaran sesat Agama Melayu
didakwa di Mahkamah Rendah
Syariah di sini hari ini.

Ibu Yati didakwa selepas di-
tahan Jabatan Agama Islam Se-
langor (JAIS) bersama tiga lagi
individu termasuk dua lelaki di
sebuah premis di Hulu Langat
kira-kira pukul 11.20 malam se-
malam.

Pengarah JAIS, Datuk Mohd.
Shahzihan Ahmad berkata,
pihaknya telah melaksanakan
tiga waran tangkap terhadap
tiga orang yang disyaki dan satu
waran geledah.

Menurutnya, susulan itu, JAIS
menahan empat individu ma-
sing-masing dua lelaki dan wa-
nita yang dibawa ke ibu pejabat
untuk disiasat mengikut Seksyen
7, 9 dan 10 Enakmen Jenayah

. Syariah (Negeri Selangor) 1995.

WAN Norhayati Wan Alias atau Ibu Yati bersama tiga yang lain ditahan

JAIS di sebuah premis di Hulu Langat malam semalam.

“Kes telah dibawa ke Mahka-
mah Rendah Syariah dan mah-
kamah menetapkan jaminan
RM3,000 kepada dua wanita
dengan jaminan seorang penja-

min dalam kalangan penjawat
awam Gred 48.

“Bagi tertuduh lelaki pula,
seorang daripadanya diikat ja-
min dengan RM1,000 dengan

penjamin dalam kalangan pen-
jawat awam Gred 41 manakala
seorang lagi dilepaskan dengan
bon jamin penguat kuasa.

“Tiga daripada tertuduh diarah
menyerahkan pasport antara-
bangsa kepada mahkamah selain
perlu melaporkan diri di Pejabat
Agama Islam Daerah Gombak dua
minggu sekali,” katanya dalam
kenyataan di sini hari ini.

Dalam pada itu, Mohd.
Shahzihan berkata, dengan
penangkapan keempat-empat
individu itu dapat menyelesai-
kan kes perbuatan beberapa in-
dividu di Selangor yang disyaki
menyanggah ketetapan hukum
syarak atau fatwa.

“Selain itu, kes tersebut tu-
rut melibatkan penghinaan ke-
pada al-Quran dan hadis, serta
mempersenda, menghina atau
menyebabkan agama Islam di-
pandang hina.

“Mahkamah turut menetap-
kan sebutan semula kes pada 28
Julai hadapan di Mahkamah Ren-
dah Syariah Shah Alam,” ujarnya.
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Pas kingmaker...

 AHMAD
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| ABDULHALIM |

AKAP-CAKAP
sebelah utara,
selatan, pantai timur
dan barat banyak
mengata Pas waktu
ini dok sibuk ‘ratibkan’ Parti
Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia
(Bersatu) adalah kerajaan.

Kerajaan Perikatan
Nasional (PN) ditunjangi
Bersatu, kata Pas, memiliki
jentera, wang dan apa
sahajalah segalanya. Doktrin
sebilangan pemimpin Pas
yang berdesing-desing ialah
“amat percaya apabila sudah
pegang kerajaan, mudah
untuk PN sapu bersih kerusi-
kerusi Pilihan Raya Umum ke-
15 (PRU-15)”. Analoginya, jika
‘kerajaan’ pasti ada bajet dan
missionary. Pendek kata, usah
fikir-fikir lagi, ‘kemenangan
pasti dalam tangan’.

Semudah itukah
bacaannya? Ini sehinggakan
saya dikhabarkan dalam
kalangan pemimpin kanan
Pas mencanangkan satu kaji
selidik dari sebuah universiti
tempatan bahawa jika Pas
berdua bersama UMNO
dalam Muafakat Nasional
(MN) , paling maksimum
kerusi Parlimen yang boleh
dimenangi hanya 70. Tidak
melepasi majoriti mudah, 112
kerusi. Dari kaji selidik itu,
keputusannya berbeza sekali
andai melalui kesepakatan
MN + PN = 160 kerusi.

Agak cetek pandangan
Pas. Terlalu simplistic. Bila
berkuasa buat sementara PRU-
15 ini, Pas jadi ‘gelap mata’.

Padahal daripada
pandangan publik dalam
politik hari ini, reading
sedemikian dari kaji selidik
satu dua universiti - yang saya
percaya data dikutip menerusi
andaian dari bilik pensyarah
sahaja - tidak semudah untuk
mana-mana parti politik
mampu meraih majoriti.

Tetapi ikut prinsip Pas era
Malaysia hari ini, asalkan jadi
kerajaan, cara Machiavelli
pun boleh pakai. Kata
Machiavelli, segalanya harus
diperalat termasuk agama
untuk menjayakan matlamat
menghalalkan cara.

Pas masih percaya diri
sebagai kingmaker lagikah
selepas PRU-15 nanti?

Masih tergiang-giang lagi

+

Bai‘ah: Segera rujuk

periaminan 22 Dekas pemimpin
mahkamah syariah wowr Dukan lagj ahli Pas

ki
:H
i
'gi!

Fiftmr n!

LT

i

4

o e g L /

SEmoe = Mereka ¢ Tran s A

EESS e BATCTION Inggalkan A
T 2015

di telinga saya menjelang
PRU-14 lalu yang mana
presiden Pas, Datuk

Seri Abdul Hadi Awang
menjangkakan tiada satu pun
parti yang dapat membentuk
kerajaan selepas pilihan raya
umum itu.

Ekoran itu, Abdul Hadi
menganggap Pas sebagai
kingmaker jika parti itu
menang 40 kerusi dan
menjadi tempat bergantung
parti lain yang mahu
menubuhkan kerajaan.

Namun, pada 9 Mei itu,
Pas hanya memenangi 18
kerusi parlimen. Cuma parti
itu mengekalkan pentadbiran
di Kelantan serta menawan
Terengganu. Pas sering
menguar-uarkan diri hebat
tetapi realitinya, indah L
khabar dari rupa. Bila peluang
terhidang depan mata, cepat
sekali ‘disakau’ Pas.

Ke mana hilangnya prinsip
Pas dalam isu lompat parti
hari ini? Abdul Hadi sekitar
September 2015 bukan main
lantangnya dalam soal “katak’
ni.

Semasa berucap pada
program Himpunan Harapan
Semua (Harap) 3.2 di Pulau
Serai, Dungun, beliau
mengulangi gesaan supaya
wakil rakyat Pas meletakkan
jawatan jika menyertai parti
lain termasuk Parti Amanah
Rakyat (Amanah).

Tindakan itu perlu kerana
semua calon Pas pada PRU
2013 telah melafazkan bai’ah

bersumpah dan mereka akan
dilaknati Allah SWT jika
melanggar bai’ah itu.

Terdahulu sekitar Januari
2014, Ahli Jawatankuasa Kerja
(AJK) Pas Pusat, Nasrudin
Hassan membangkitkan
kekecewaannya dengan
tindakan wakil rakyat meletak
jawatan untuk membolehkan
pilihan raya kecil (PRK)
diadakan bagi memberi laluan
kepada seseorang yang lain.

Nasrudin menegaskan,
pilihan raya adalah
sebahagian daripada
perjuangan bukan medan
untuk pihak tertentu
menggunakan peluang
mencapai agenda peribadi.
“Akhirnya rakyat berkata,
kami bertarung untuk hidup.
Kamu bertarung sesama
sendiri untuk merebut
jawatan,” katanya, merujuk
tindakan Ahli Dewan
Undangan Negeri (ADUN)
Kajang, Lee Chin Cheh
semasa meletak jawatannya
- yang disebut-sebut bagi
memberi laluan kepada
seorang pemimpin PKR
untuk menjadi Menteri Besar
Selangor.

Hari ini, suara Presiden
Pas, Nasrudin, apa lagi Datuk
Seri Tuan Ibrahim Tuan
Man dan Datuk Takiyuddin
Hassan lenyap, membisu dan
membatu dalam isu tidak
bermoral lompat parti? Tidak
kedengaran lagi seperti nada
tahun 2015 (Rujuk keratan
akhbar di atas).

¥ s v i,
RS

Takkanlah Pas tidak
terdengar cakap-cakap
yang kita sendiri pun tidak
dapat membayangkan
Ahli Parlimen Julau, Larry
Sng sanggup terbang dari
Sarawak ke Putrajaya
untuk menyerahkan akuan
bersumpahnya (SD) dalam
menyatakan sokongan
kepada kerajaan PN?
Bukankah perbuatan itu
dalam erti kata lain “lompat
parti’ juga tanpa merujuk
keizinan berbuat demikian
daripada presiden PKR?
Mungkinkah Suruhanjaya
Pencegahan Rasuah Malaysia
(SPRM) harus siasat motif
tindak tanduk ini?

Dalam gejala lompat parti,
Pas sepatutnya mentarbiah
ahli-ahli parlimen Bersatu.
Dulu Pas beria-ia hentam
pelompat parti. Apakah sikap
Pas waktu ini? Walaupun ahli
parlimen Pas tidak lompat
tetapi tampak bersekongkol
dan ‘meraikan’ mereka ini.

Pada masa sama, rakan
seperj 1, UMNO
bersama musim mengecapi
kemenangan 7-0 dalam siri
pilihan raya kecil 2019/2020
masih tegas prinsipnya - akan
sokong kerajaan PN tetapi
tidak dalam PRU-15 nanti.
Jadi, jika Pas sedemikian
rupa fi’ilnya untuk tetap
bersama PN dalam PRU,
mana hilangnya gesaan Pas
dalam PRU-PRU yang lepas
supaya semua parti politik
tidak menggunakan jentera

kerajaan semasa kempen
pilihan raya?

Gelagat Pas barangkali
‘lain macam’ hari ini kerana
beberapa kerajaan negeri
pimpinan orang mereka sudah
dapat projek mega. Misalnya
Kelaritan raih berbilion
dalam Rancangan Malaysia
Ke-12. Kedah pula dengan
satu dua projek besar. Belum
pernah Pas mengecap nikmat
semacam ini.

Cuma dibimbangi fr’il itu
akan ‘melarat’ ke wakil rakyat
Pas pula. Minta ‘simpang
malaikat 44’ agar tidak
berlaku “kalau-kalau ada ahli
parlimen yang berjawatan
menteri atau timbalan
menteri dari Pas sanggup
membawa pelobi bisnes ke
kementerian tertentu”.

Naratif sekarang ialah tiada
mana-mana parti yang akan
dapat majoriti dalam PRU-

15. Jika Pas enggan berjuang
bersama UMNO sekali

pun, Pas dipercayai akan
bertanding solo juga. Mahu
bertanding atas tiket atau
platform PN, agak sukar untuk
Pas kerana lambang bulan Pas
sudah lama dikenali. Suatu
dilema kepada Pas.

Bahkan yang Pas berkawan
dengan mereka dalam PN hari
ini pun sebahagian besarnya
bersama-sama dengan
Paktan Harapan (PH) dahulu,
yang tidak senada dengan
perjuangan Pas menegakkan
Islam.

Pas beringatlah! Bersatu
bertanding 52 kerusi Parlimen
ketika di bawah PH dalam
PRU-14 tetapi menang cuma
13 sahaja.

Dan andai kata kawasan-
kawasan Felda menjadi
tumpuan untuk Pas meraih
sokongan dalam PRU-15,
inilah masa terbaik untuk
bergabung dengan parti
yang benar-benar mampu
menaikkan sekali Pas.

Dalam dua siri PRU lepas,
penguasaan parti-parti Melayu
menyusut di Felda. Pada PRU-
14, UMNO/BN cuma meraih 27
kerusi Parlimen, Pas (6), PKR
(19) dan Warisan (12).

Ini berbeza sama sekali
berbanding PRU-13 ketika
UMNO/BN masih menguasai
48 kerusi, Pas (3), PKR cuma
satu kerusi dan DAP (2).
Peningkatan drastik buat PKR
di Felda.

Masih lagikah Pas mahu
mencanangkan diri sebagai
kingmaker?

Datuk Dr. Ahmad Faris Abdul Halim
ialah Penganalisis Isu-isu semasa
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Stesen Transit
Kuarantin Nestle

Shah Alam: Nestle Mala-
ysia Bhd semalam melan-
carkan Stesen Transit Kua-
rantin Nestle di Hotel Pe-
gasus di sini, bagi menyo-
kong usaha Kementerian
Kesihatan Malaysia (KKM)
dalam mengendalikan kon-
tak rapat pesakit yang me-
merlukan kuarantin kendi-

*ri.

Ketua Pegawai Eksekutif
Nestle Malaysia Juan Ara-
nols berkata, kos stesen
transit itu akan ditanggung
sepenuhnya oleh syarikat
pengeluar makanan dan
minuman itu yang akan
memberi tumpuan kepada
golongan B4o dan golongan
berpendapatan rendah
yang tidak berupaya atau
tidak mempunyai kemuda-
han sesuai untuk menjalani
kuarantin di rumabh.

“Stesen itu akan menye-
diakan penginapan percu-
ma serta makanan yang
enak dan berkhasiat dise-
diakan oleh Chef Maggi
kami. Semestinya, prosedur

operasi standard (SOP)
akan dipatuhi setiap masa,”’
katanya kepada pemberita
pada pelancaran stesen
transit kuarantin itu di sini,
semalam.

Beliau berkata, stesen itu
memulakan operasinya se-
malam dan akan dibuka se-
lama dua bulan dan Nestle
akan sentiasa memantau
dan menilai keperluan un-
tuk melanjutkan tempoh
operasi dari semasa ke se-
masa.

Sementara itu, Menteri
Besar Selangor Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari yang turut
hadir pada pelancaran itu
berkata kerajaan negeri me-
ngalu-alukan  kerjasama
swasta dan awam dalam
usaha menangani jangkitan
Covid-19 di Selangor.

“Ini adalah kerjasama
yang pertama terjalin an-
tara kerajaan negeri Selang-
or dengan pihak swasta bagi
membuka pusat transit
kuarantin Covid-19 di ne-
geri ini,” katanya.
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4 ditahan terbabit
ajaran meragukan

Shah Alam: Jabatan Agama
[slam Selangor (Jais) me-
nahan empat individu ter-
masuk dua wanita di se-
buah premis di Hulu Langat
kelmarin selepas dipercayai
terbabit dengan ajaran yang
meragukan.

Pengarah Jais, Dato Mohd
Shahzihan Ahmad berkata,
jabatan itu melaksanakan
tiga waran tangkap terha-
dap tiga yang disyaki dan
satu waran geledah premis
pada jam 11.20 malam.

“Berikutan dengan itu,
Jais menahan empat indi-
vidu iaitu dua lelaki dan dua

wanita serta menyita bebe-
rapa bahan bukti dari pre-
mis dan individu terbabit.

“Semua ditahan dibawa
ke Ibu Pejabat Jais untuk
siasatan lanjut mengikut
Seksyen 7, 9 dan 10 Enak-
men Jenayah Syariah (Ne-
geri Selangor) Tahun 1995,”
katanya, semalam.

Beliau berkata, kes ber-
kenaan disebut di Mahka-
mah Rendah Syariah Shah
Alam, semalam.

Menurutnya, sebutan se-
mula kes ditetapkan 28 Julai
depan di Mahkamah Ren-
dah Syariah Shah Alam.
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Cara Amin tangani
isu Sajat digemari

Kuala Lumpur: Pendekatan
berhemah pengacara dan pen-
ceramah motivasi, Amin Idris,
40, berkenaan kontroversi usa-
hawan kosmetik popular, Nur
Sajat yang dikatakan mahu ke-
luar Islam mendapat pujian ne-
tizen.

Kata-kata nasihatnya di Ins-
tagram TV (IGTV) kepada ma-
syarakat berkenaan hukuman
murtad mendapat komen po-
sitif.

Amin berkata, semua pihak
perlu berhati-hati menilai isu ini
kerana ada orang mahu keluar
Islam kerana benci pada Islam
atau benci dan memberontak
kepada pemerintah Islam.

“Ada segelintir pihak mahu
keluar Islam kerana nak sela-
matkan diri daripada pihak ber-
kuasa Islam. Enakmen Jenayah
Syariah Selangor 1995 bahagian

kedua, berkaitan dengan kesa-
lahan berhubung akidah, Seks-
yen 5 menyebut, ada.mendakwa
bukan orang Islam untuk meng-
elak tindakan," katanya.

Menurutnya, Sajat sering
mengelak apabila dipanggil ke
mahkamah dan kemudian
menghilangkan diri serta akhir-
nya tampil dengan kenyataan
mahu keluar Islam.

Amin berkata, sebagai orang
[slam, apabila tidak setuju de-
ngan perkara tidak berakhlak,
masyarakat jangan guna pen-
dekatan tidak berakhlak juga
dengan mengecam dan meng-
hina.

“Tidak kurang juga yang me-
murtadkan dia walaupun dia
menyebut perkataan nak keluar
[slam. Kita pendakwah yang
mengajak, bukan hakim yang
menghukum,” katanya.

SIRIM NTRGAT) & NS
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Nestle tubuh QTS tempatkan PUS

SHAH ALAM - Pengeluar ma-
kanan dan” minuman terbesar
dunia, Nestle Malaysia Bhd. (Nes-
tle) menubuhkan Stesen Transit
Kuarantin (QTS) yang berfungsi
menempatkan individu yang
mempunyai kontak rapat den-
gan pesakit atau Orang Di Bawah
Pengawasan (PUS).

Ketua Pengarah Eksekutif
Nestle, Juan Aranols berkata,
Hotel Pegasus, Seksyen 15 di sini,
yang meliputi sebanyak 100 bilik
hotel dijadikan lokasi kuarantin
itu dan akan beroperasi selama
dua bulan bermula semalam.

Menurut beliau, pusat kua-
rantin itu membantu PUS yang
menghadapi kekangan kuarantin
kendiri di rumah untuk menga-
singkan diri dengan lebih selesa
dan selamat.

“Mereka dikehendaki mema-
tuhi prosedur operasi standard
(SOP) ketat termasuk penggu-
naan pintu masuk dan lif kuaran-
tin khas serta dapur berasingan.

“Semua individu itu akan di-
pantau pihak berkuasa termasuk
Angkatan Pertahanan Awam Ma-
laysia (APM), Pejabat Kerajaan
Daerah Petaling dan Jabatan Ke-

A
oS

ARANOLS (kiri) menerangkan tentang QTS Nestle kepada Amirudin
(tengah) di Hotel Pegasus, Shah Alam semalam.

sihatan Negeri Selangor,” kata-
nya pada sidang akhbar selepas
pelancaran QTS Nestle semalam.

Pusat kuarantin pertama yang
ditubuhkan oleh pihak swasta
di Selangor itu dirasmikan Men-
teri Besar, Datuk Seri Amirudin
Shari.

Turut hadir, Setiausaha Kera-
jaan Negeri, Datuk Nor Azmie Di-
ron dan Pengerusi Jawatankuasa
Tetap Kesihatan Awam, Perpa-
duan, Pembangunan Wanita dan

Keluarga negeri, Dr. Siti Mariah
Mahmud.

Tambah Aranols, penubuhan
QTS itu membuktikan komitmen
pihaknya untuk membantu rak-
yat yang sedang menempuh de-
tik getir mendepani Covid-19.

Sementara itu, Amirudin
berkata, kerajaan negeri amat
mengalu-alukan kerjasama se-
mua pihak termasuk swasta
dalam usaha mengekang penu-
laran pandemik berkenaan.
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JAIS cekup Ibu Yati
kes agama Melayu

SHAH ALAM - Bekas wartawan,
Wan Norhayati Wan Alias atau
lebih dikenali sebagai Ibu Yati
ditahan berhubung isu dakwaan
ajaran agama Melayu di sebuah
premis di Hulu Langat, kelmarin.
Dalam serbuan kira-kira pukul
11.20 malam oleh Jabatan Agama
Islam Selangor (JAIS) turut me-
nahan tiga lagi individu masing-
masing seorang wanita dan dua
lelaki. E
Pengarah JAIS, Datuk Mohd.
Shahzihan Ahmad berkata,
dalam serbuan itu juga turut
menyita beberapa bahan bukti
dari premis dan individu yang
terlibat sebelum dibawa ke Ibu
Pejabat JAIS untuk siasatan lan-
jut mengikut Seksyen 7, 9 dan 10
Enakmen Jenayah Syariah (Ne-
geri Selangor) Tahun 1995.
Katanya, menerusi penangka-
pan keempat-empat suspek itu
dijangka dapat menyelesaikan
kes melibatkan perbuatan be-

berapa individu di Selangor yang
disyaki menyanggahi ketetapan
hukum syarak atau fatwa.

Selain itu, penahanan itu
melibatkan penghinaan kepada
al-Quran dan hadis serta mem-
persenda, menghina atau me-
nyebabkan agama Islam dipan-
dang hina

“Kes terhadap kesemua mere-
ka telah disebut di Mahkamah
Rendah Syariah Shah Alam
hari ini (semalam) dengan dua
tertuduh wanita diikat jamin
RM3,000 bersama seorang pen-
jamin dalam kalangan penjawat
awam Gred 48.

“Bagi seorang tertuduh lelaki
diikat jamin dengan RM1,000
dengan penjamin dalam kalan-
gan penjawat awam Gred 41,
manakala seorang lagi dilepas-
kan dengan bon jamin penguat
kuasa,” katanya dalam kenyataan
di sini semalam.

Tambahnya, tiga daripada ter-

tuduh juga perlu menyerahkan
pasport antarabangsa kepada
mahkamabh selain perlu melapor
diri di Pejabat Agama Islam Dae-
rah Gombak dua minggu sekali.

Mohd. Shahzihan turut men-
jelaskan sebutan semula kes
ditetapkan pada 28 Julai depan
di mahkamah sama.

Kosmo! sebelum ini melapor-
kan Yayasan Dakwah Islamiah
Malaysia menasihatkan orang
ramai agar tidak terpengaruh
dengan ajaran baharu dikenali
‘Agama Melayu’ yang didakwa se-
bagai sesat lagi menyesatkan.

Ekoran kejadian itu, Tbu Yati
kemudiannya dipanggil mem-
berikan keterangan lebih dua jam
di JAIS pada 3 Februari lalu.

Ibu Yati mendakwa video
tersebut telah dimanipulasi
dengan pelbagai andaian tanpa
sebarang usul periksa meman-
dangkan video itu lebih bersifat
dokumentari berkaitan gong.

IBU YATI memegang sebuah buku berkenaan Melayu selepas disoal siasat
oleh JAIS pada 3 Februari lalu.
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Kisah Sajat, Acap
dan misteri Jho Low
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|
DALAM peribahasa Melayu, ada ungkapan popular |
berbunyi bagai ayam disambar helang, yang membawa
maksud orang yang hilang secara tiba-tiba.

Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka (DBP) pula mentafsirkan
hilang sebagai sesuatu atau seseorang yang tidak diketahui |
tempatnya, tidak kelihatan, ghaib ataupun telah lenyap. |

Malaysia sebenarnya sarat dengan kisah-kisah orang
hilang. Ada yang hilang asbab jenayah dan bencana,
namun ramai juga yang hilang dengan sengaja.

Sejak kebelikangan ini, kecoh pula mengenai usaha
Jabatan Agama Islam Selangor (JAIS) untuk mengesan
seorang usahawan kosmetik, Nur Sajat atau nama
sebenarnya Muhammad Sajjad Kamaruzzaman.

Ketika artikel ini ditulis, individu berusia 36 tahun itu
yang dikenakan waran tangkap oleh Mahkamah Tinggi
Syariah Shah Alam sejak 24 Februari lalu masih belum
ditemui.

Tiada siapa tahu di mana Nur Sajat berada. Malah,
timbul pelbagai persoalan sama ada Nur Sajat sengaja
menyembunyikan diri ataupun sedang disembunyikan.

Hakikatnya, Nur Sajat bukanlah ‘samseng’ seperti mana

n Bob Mah Sing yang sebelum ini tular dengan aksi beraninya
bersama Proton Waja ketika melarikan diri daripada polis.

Nur Sajat juga bukanlah sehebat ‘penjenayah”
berbahaya’ seperti Mat Komando yang pernah menjadi
buruan polis Malaysia selama lebih 200 hari.

Nur Sajat hanya dikenakan waran tangkap selepas
dia gagal hadir bagi satu prosiding mahkamah. Ia adalah
berkaitan pertuduhan ke atasnya di Mahkamah Tinggi
Syariah Shah Alam kerana berpakaian menyerupai wanita
sehingga menyebabkan agama Islam dipandang hina.

Cumanya, nama Nur Sajat terlalu besar untuk cerita-
cerita sebegini. Sehingga setiap usaha dan pergerakan
pihak berkuasa menjadi bahan utama surat khabar.

Berbeza dengan kisah yang menimpa Mohammad
Ashraf Hassan, 29, atau lebih dikenali dengan panggilan
Acap. Individu ini pernah menggemparkan Malaysia
apabila kisah kehilangannya ketika mengikuti acara larian
Gopeng Ultra Trail di kawasan Gua Tempurung, Kampar
menjadi tular di media sosial.

Pada 24 Mac 2021 ini, maka genaplah tiga tahun
kehilangan Acap, dan dalam tempoh itu, tiada seorang pun
yang tahu apa yang terjadi pada lelaki ini.

Ramai yang mengaitkan kehilangan Acap dengan
perbuatan makhluk halus, namun ada juga pihak yang
mendakwa Acap sebenarnya tidak hilang!. Sehingga kini
kisah Acap masih menjadi misteri.

Selain Sajat dan Acap, ada satu lagi ‘kehilangan’ yang ‘
sangat-sangat menggemparkan negara. Ia berkisar tentang
ahli perniagaan bertaraf antarabangsa, Jho Low. Berbeza '
dengan Acap, Jho Low disahkan masih hidup, namun
keberadaan anak Pulau Pinang ini masih belum disahkan |
oleh mana-mana pihak berkuasa.

Jho Low sebenarnya sengaja menghilangkan diri. Kisah ‘
pemburuannya ekoran skandal rasuah 1IMDB telah dibuat
sejak tahun 2015, namun sehingga kini, tanda-tanda
kepada penangkapan Jho Low masih samar.

Benar, sebagai rakyat kita hanya mengharapkan kepada |
sebuah penyelesaian dan jawapan berfakta. Seperti kata
orang-orang tua, jika sudah tiada, tunjukkan kuburnya dan
jika masih hidup, perlihatkan orangnya.
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JAIS tahan empat individu disyaki terlibat ajaran meragukan

SHAH ALAM - Jabatan Agama Islam
Selangor (JAIS) menahan empat indi-
vidu yang disyaki terlibat dengan ajar-
an meragukan di sebuah premis sekitar
Hulu Langat.

Pengarahnya, Mohd Shahzihan Ah-
mad berkata, keempat-empat individu
berkenaan telah dibawa ke Ibu Pejabat
JAIS sebelum ini bagi menjalani siasa-
tan lanjut di bawah Seksyen 7, 9 dan 10
Enakmen Jenayah Syariah (Negeri Se-
langor) Tahun 1995.

Beliau berkata, JAIS turut mengelu-

arkan tiga waran tangkap dan waran
geledah premis ke atas individu berke-
naan.

“Suspek turut dibawa ke Mahkamah
Rendah Syariah, Shah Alam pada hari
ini bagi sebutan kes,” katanya dalam
satu kenyataan pada Khamis.

Beliau berkata, mahkamah turut
menetapkan jaminan sebanyak
RM3,000 buat setiap tertuduh dengan
seorang penjamin.

Selain itu, katanya, suspek terlibat
juga perlu menyerahkan pasport anta-

rabangsa kepada mahkamah dan mela-
porkan diri di Pejabat Agama Islam
Daerah Gombak dua kali seminggu.
“Seorang lagi suspek telah dilepas-
kan dengan Bon Jamin Penguat kuasa.
Sebutan semula kes ditetapkan mahka-
mah pada 28 Julai depan,” katanya.
Tambahnya, penahanan empat indi-
vidu terbabit dapat menyelesaikan kes
melibatkan perbuatan beberapa indivi-
du di negeri ini yang menyalahi hukum
syarak atau fatwa yang membawa peng-
hinaan kepada al-Quran serta hadis.
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COUNCIL MATTERS

> Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL)
Is currently offering a 50% dis-
count on monthly rental on all res-
idential units, grocery shops and
convenience stores at its people’s
housing and public housing pro-
jects. For details, call 03-2617
6148 / 6151 or WhatsApp 019-
326 5332.

> Ampang Jaya Municipal Council
(MPAJ) has extended the deadline
for online business licence renew-
al to March 31. Business owners
can renew their licences at icomm.
mpaj.gov.my. For details; call
03-4285 7324.

> |poh City Council is holding a
public exhibition on proposed
amendments to its local plan at its
lobby until March 10, from 2am to
4pm daily. For details, visit http:/
www.mbi.gov.my
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Building a

A bold proposal to provide ecological
connectivity between existing
recreational parks, communal spaces
and community gardens in Lembah : -
® Jaya, Selangor, is awalting approval ool pik Taman Bukit indsh, Ampan, are welmaitained - Photos: GLENN GUAN 3nd LOW BOON TAT/The Sar
from the authorities. SHALINI BYSANINVORAN . - . ]
‘ or r 'dor RAVINDRAN finds out the details of -~ Linear park ‘Wlll be
the RM2mil project expected to kick i : . ’
JiiReer end. > 263 - a boon to residents

Plans include a 7.77km walking and cycling loop
incorporating Ampang Jaya's natural treasures

Proposed Lembah Jaya Green Corridor

\ 7.77km of inear walking and cycling pathways
6 Communal spaces
3 Recreational parks o4

—

2 Recreationsi forests
~\ 2 Community gardens
=,

I« N
sl £
Lembah Jaya assemblyman Haniza

s spearheading the project.

parks, communa
munity gardens
essible (0.3 brosder

The progased Lembah Jaya Green Corridor will
Azmi showing some of the B incorpor: bicycle lanes in Ar

f the vegetable:
which s popular with residents and visitors
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MBPJ: Limited gates open at old town market for crowd conftrol
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By JADE CHAN
jadechan@thestar.com.my

PETALING Jaya City Council (MBP])
only allows selected gates at Pasar
Besar Jalan Othman to be opened as
part of crowd control measures and
to ensure compliance with Covid-19
standard operating procedures.

“MBP] assessed the market before
deciding what time and which gates
should be opened,” said an MBPJ
spokesperson.

“We set delivery and unloading
time from 4am to 6am. Between
7am and noon, only one gate is
open to customers on weekdays and
two gates on weekends.

“Thermometers, QR codes and
logbooks for customer registration
are available at the market's
entrance and volunteers are sta-
tioned there to ensure visitors com-
ply with the SOP before entering,”
he said in a statement.

He disclosed that MBP] received
an application from the Pasar Besar
Jalan Othman Traders Association,
through the area’s local councillor,

grequesting permission to open a
middle gate at the back of the mar-
ket as additional access for custom-
ers.

“The request was approved, on
condition that the association had a
Rela officer or volunteer stationed
at that entrance. However, based on
our observation, the association did
not fulfil that condition,” he said.

MBPJ's statement came after
StarMetro highlighted issues faced
by customers and traders at Pasar
Besar Jalan Othman, better known
as PJ Old Town Market.

Some of the issues included limit-
ed gate access, increased rental rate,
worker shortage and traders’ rep-
resentation at meetings.

“The revised market rental rate
started in August 2020. MBP] decid-
ed that the market's maintenance
cost would be borne by tenants
(traders) and that it would be
included in the rental rate to be

MBPJ: Limited gates open at Old
Town market for crowd control

For many months, this gate facing Jalan Othman 4/40 served as the only
entry/exit to the market, forcing customers to take a longer route and

delivery trucks to wait longer.

paid by tenants,” said the spokes-
person.

“Before the revision, traders only
paid for the rental of their trading
lots. MBPJ bore the maintenance
cost and didn’t pass this on to them.

“Based on 2021 records, MBPJ's
Valuation and Property
Management Department data
showed that about 70% tenants
made their rental payments. This is

a positive indicator that the average
trader is still able to pay rent,” he
said, adding that MBP] gave a two-
month rental waiver last year as a
form of assistance to the traders.
On charges for freezer units,
MBP] said it was a fee imposed on
traders who placed the freezers in
common areas and had been
enforced at other public markets
owned by other local councils.

Losing ground

Petaling Jaya's oldest market struggles to
regain its favoured status among customers

‘ul’.i

StarMetro's report on March 2.

No charges are imposed if the
freezers are placed within a trading
lot.

As for the ban on slaughtering
chicken at the market, “it is in line
with a letter from Housing and
Local Government Ministry, dated
April 2006 and citing the Local
Government Act, that all poultry
slaughtering activities are not
allowed at markets under local
councils,” said the

issued by the Selangor Secretary’s
office that foreigners could not be
hired as workers or assistants
under traders’ licences.

“MBP] has enforced this ban by
closing stalls that employed foreign-
ers as workers or assistants. A total
of 53 stalls were ordered to close
last year for committing this
offence,” he said.

The spokesperson also said the
of a wet market

“The Selangor Mentri Besnr
issued a similar statement on the
ban in May 2020. As such, MBP]
issued a notice in June 2020 disal-
lowing chicken slaughtering and
pmcessmg at public markets.

“This is in line with Section 21 (5)
of the Market By-law (MBP]) 2007
and Section 101 (V) of the Local
Government Act 1976 (Act 171)."

On whether there could be some
flexibility on the hiring of foreign
workers, the spokesperson said it
was not possible as per a circular

involved several departments han-
dling different aspects.

“They include Valuation and

jperty Management Department

for lovstall rental; Solid Waste and
Public Cleaning Department for
cleaning and garbage collection;
Licensing Department for business
licence; Engineering Department for
building ir and maintenance
work; and Health Services and
Environment Department for
enforcing public health regula-
tions.”

The children’s playground in Taman Bukit Indah recreational park. The
park, which is part of the proposed corridor, is verdant, spacious and
popular with the surrounding community.

14,350ha, but almost 50% of its land
is made up of forest reserves.

Lembah Jaya is the Selangor state
constituency which covers a signifi-
cant part of the municipality.

At present, the proposed plan will
connect areas such as Taman Kosas,
Taman Bukit Indah, Bukit Kembara
and Bukit Belacan.

Popular spots in these areas
include the Bukit Kembara hiking
trail, Bukit Indah bicycle trek,
Taman Bukit Indah recreational
park, Dusun Bandar Taman Kosas
and Taman Rimba Ampang.

Residents welcome plans

Bukit Indah Community Garden
committee chairman Major (Rtd)
Azmi Mohammad said the greening
project would be a boon to resi-
dents and visitors.

“Many of the neighbourhoods in
Ampang are matured with a high
density of residents.

“This also means that there are
not many green areas within these
housing areas, or they are limited to
neighbourhood parks.

“The lack of accessible green
spaces is one of the reasons why
community gardens like ours draw
many visitors,” he said.

The community garden, set up in
2015, is popular with residents and
visitors alike.

The 1.3ha garden boasts fruit
trees and vegetables that are often-
times sold to the public as a way to
keep the garden self-sustainable.

Azmi said the green corridor
project would help to bring aware-
ness about how gardens like
these could be beneficial to the
community.

Proposed Lembah Jaya Green Corridor Route
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“Any green space we have left is a
real strength and we must use it in
the best way we can, so that people
can get real benefit and enjoyment,”
he added.

Taman Bukit Indah resident Janet
Chew, 56, welcomed the proposed
plans as it would expand the cur-
rent green spaces in her neighbour-
hood.

“I usually jog around the
recreational park here, but it has
become quite crowded in recent
years as more people have taken up

outdoor activities,

“Also, recreational and amenity
spaces are more in demand than
ever with the ongoing Covid-19 pan-
demic.

“A connected route that is safe is
a good idea,” she agreed.

Meanwhile, MPA] press relations
officer Norhayati Ahmad said the
local council would have no objec-
tions in giving the project the green
light

it
“There have been discussions
with Haniza about the project and

even a site visit with MPA] presi-
dent Mohd Fauzi Mohd Yatim
recently.

“There are still some aspects of
the project that need to be looked
into, as it will be funded by KPKT.

“But we have no objections to
approving it once the plans are sub-
mitted,” she said when contacted by
StarMetro.

She added that if it got the
go-ahead, the project would be ben-
eficial to residents with long-term
positive impact.

ORPOR
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MBSJ sends 100 festive meals to B40 families

(From second
left) Wong,
Noraini and
Mohd Zulkurnain
at the flag-off
ceremony for
food delivery
riders to send
‘poon choy' to
selected B40
families.

SUBANG Jaya City Council (MBS])
brought some festive cheer to
selected underprivileged families
by distributing poon choy (festive
meal in a pot) in conjunction with
Chinese New Year.

In lieu of organising a celebra-
tion during the movement control
order period, MBS] had the poon
choy sent through food delivery
riders to B40 families living within
the city council’s administrative
area

Subang Jaya mayor Noraini
Roslan, deputy mayor and secre-
tary Mohd Zulkurnain Che Ali and
Subang MP Wong Chen flagged off
the delivery riders at Arena MBS]
on Chap Goh Meh, the last day of
Chinese New Year. -

Also present were MBS] council-

lors Lee Jen Uyin, Thomas Low
Yew Sin, George Yap Kok Weng
and Mehanathan Embamurthi.

“A total of 100 pots of poon choy
were presented to B40 families
identified by MBS] councillors
within their respective zones,”
said MBS] Corporate and Strategic
Management Department deputy
director Azfarizal Abdul Rashid in
a statement.

“Poon choy is a traditional
Chinese dish that features many
ingredients in a single pot.

“It symbolises prosperity and
well-being to be enjoyed by the
whole family.”

In addition to poon choy valued
at RM200 per unit, he said MBS]
also gave an ang pow of RM68 to
each recipient.
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Jamaliah,
Wong and
other women
involved in
the Wanita
Memimpin
campaign,
including
representa-
tives from
NGOs as well
as associa-
tions, at the
launch in
Damansara
Jaya.

IN CONJUNCTION with International
Women’s Day 2021, the Bandar Utama
assemblyman’s service centre is hosting a
“Wanita Memimpin” (Women Lead) cam-
paign.

The campaign will see a series of inter-
views with women who are serving the com-
munity, from the grassroots at non-govern-
mental organisations to MPs.

Bandar Utama assemblyman Jamaliah
Jamaluddin said the theme was “Choose to
Challenge”.

“We chose this theme to focus on women’s
leadership as we are all aware that women
play an important role not only in family
matters, but also leading communities and
the country,” she said at the launch of the
campaign in Damansara Jaya.

The campaign, which runs until the end of
March, will see collaboration among organi-

Women leaders featured
in campaign’s video series

sations and associations as well as Balakong
assemblyman Wong Siew Ki and Segambut
MP Hannah Yeoh, who will be featured in
interviews over nine videos along with oth-
ers serving the community.

“Each of them should be appreciated,
which is why we have interviews with
women from various backgrounds, including
councillors, youth leaders, ‘pusat wanita ber-
daya’ committee members, NGOs, village
heads, sportswomen and residents associa-
tion members,” said Jamaliah.

“Our special interview with Yeoh explores
her childhood and life to show that many are
from regular backgrounds and chose to be
leaders in the community,” she added.

Wong, who was also at the launch, said the
campaign was a meaningful one, elaborating
“If we don’t have this series of videos, we
may overlook many individuals who serve in
our community.

“I hope that the series will inspire others.”

The recorded sessions as well as live inter-
views can be viewed on www.facebook.com/
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On your side srian Martin

[H@KlangRed

Get the jab to end the ni

ghtmare

Across the world, there is a growing pro-vaccination stand as countries and people realise
that the only way to beat Covid-19 is to be vaccinated.

AS we approach March 18, the one--

year anniversary of Malaysia's first
Covid-19 lockdown, common sense
is a commodity that seems in short
supply in the country.

The pandemic has turned our
world upside down. Lives were lost,
businesses ruined and families dev-
astated. And yet, just as there is
renewed hope that the worst is
over, there are still Malaysians who
are opposed to vaccination and in
fact refuse to believe that vaccines
are the answer to ending this year-
long nightmare.

Misinformation is the main rea-
son behind why only about 7% have.
thus far registered for vaccinations
via the MySejahtera app. This slow
pace among Malaysians to register
their interest in getting vaccinated
against Covid-19 is concerning and
points to a lack of clarity and aware-
ness as well as scepticism about the
vaccines.

But the misinformation by
“anti-vaxxers” who say taking the
vaccine is a waste of time could
soon be drowned out by a slew of
legislation and initiatives as part of
the government’s efforts to reopen
all economic sectors and hasten the
end of the pandemic.

Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Adham Baba has announced that
five new provisions under the
Emergency (Prevention and Control
of Infectious Di: (A d )
Ordinance 2021 will come into force

From the United States to Europe
to China, countries and people have
accepted that the only way to end
the pandemic is to be vaccinated.

Some countries have even resort-
ed to new laws to make vaccination

In the clear: Frontliner Rainie Leong showing off her 'l have been
vaccinated' badge. — Bernama

on March 11. These include a man-
datory order for Covid-19 patients
or people who have close contact
with positive cases to wear a track-
ing device.

These new legal provisions are
not merely a form of punishment
but also a preventive measure
against the spread of Covid-19 in
the country.

A day before this announcement,
Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri
Abdul Hamid Bador said action can

be taken under the Sedition Act
1948 against individuals who
spread fake news and instigate peo-
ple not to take the Covid-19 vaccine.
There is no law against scepti-
cism, and as of now, there isn't any
law to compel you to take the vac-
cine, but let us hope that these
measures or rather the threat of
punitive action will see the dialling
back of anti-vaccine instigation.
Around the world, there is a
growing pro-vaccination stand.

compulsory. Our neighb Indo-
nesia is a case in point.
Elsewhere, Israel, which has

administered jabs to more than half
its population, has introduced a
green pass app that shows whether
people have been fully inoculated
against the coronavirus or if they
have presumed immunity after con-
tracting the disease. Malls and muse-
ums have reopened for all, but green
pass holders get exclusive access to
gyms, hotels, theatres, concerts, and
indoor dining in restaurants and
bars, albeit with some limits.

And in news that is sure to send
reverberations around the Muslim
world, Saudi Arabia’s health minis-
try has ruled that only people
who have been vaccinated against
Covid-19 will be allowed to perform
the Haj this year.

The importance of this new ruling
cannot be underestimated as tens of
millions of pilgrims will now have to
produce vaccination certificates to
fulfil conditions to visit Mecca.

Closer to home, Asean economic
ministers have proposed a common
digital vaccine certificate to speed
up the reopening of the hardest-hit
sectors such as tourism.

Even though International Trade

and Industry Minister Datuk Seri
Mohamed Azmin Ali did not specify
a timeline for when this can take
place, it is a welcomed initiative.

An Asean-wide travel pass or
immunisation passport will defi-
nitely help facilitate movement
among member countries and,
more importantly, allow the tour-
ism sector, among the worst hit
industries, to bounce back.

I believe Malaysia should take the
lead and push for an immunisation
passport for Asean. For a start,
though, we should join forces with
Thailand and Singapore, countries
that are heavily reliant on tourism.
Both countries have already
embarked on a full-scale vaccina-
tion programme.

The magic figure of 80% of our
population being immunised is fre-
quently brought up when referring
to herd immunity. No disrespect to
our medical experts, but realistical-
ly, we cannot wait for next February
for this target to be reached.

If a common digital vaccine cer-
tificate can be agreed upon by
Malaysia and her neighbours, bor-
ders should be open for business
and tourism, even if only 50% of the
country’s population are vaccinat-
ed.

If half the country is immunised
and Covid-19 numbers have stabi-
lised to a low point, waiting any
longer for our borders to reopen
would be counter-productive.
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Nod for face-to-face akad
nikah' in Selangor from Monday

SHAH ALAM: The Selangor Re-
ligious Department (Jais) will al-
low face-to-face akad nikah
from March 8.

A statement on the depart-
ment’s Facebook page said the
decision was made in light of the
implementation of the Condi-
tional Movement Control Order
in the state starting today.

Jais said there would be limits
on the number of attendees al-
lowed at akad nikah, with only 15
people allowed for ceremonies at

mosques and surau.

For akad nikah held at home
or at paid venues, Jais said only
20 people were allowed, while
for ceremonies at district reli-
gious offices or at Jais, only six
people were allowed.

During the Movement Control
Order (MCO), marriage solemni-
sation ceremonies were held via
video conferencing.

Virtual ceremonies were intro-
duced on April 20 last year dur-
ing the first MCO.
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BETRAYAL OF FRONTLINERS

Expert: Queue-jumpers could harm immunisation plan rollout

KUALA LUMPUR: Queue-jumping
in the Covid-19 National Immu-
nisation Programme (NIP) is a be-
trayal of the frontliners who have
been battling the pandemic for
more than a year.

Recent claims by health prac-
titioners that some people got
vaccinated ahead of their group
had prompted the Science, Tech-
nology and Innovation Ministry
(Mosti) to launch a probe into the
matter through the newly-
formed Covid-19 Immunisation
Task Force (CITF).

Fines are being mulled against
those found queue-jumping in
the vaccination exercise.

Associate Professor Dr Malina
Osman, an epidemiologist and
biostatistician from Universiti
Putra Malaysia, said frontliners
were placed in the first phase of
the NIP as they were the ones
with a higher risk of getting in-
fected with Covid-19 compared
with the other groups.

“If frontliners are skipped (un-

able to be vaccinated adequate-
ly), it would expose them and
other patients in the hospitals to

the risk of infection.

“This situation is
unfair to frontliners
who have struggled
since the pandemic
emerged more than
ayear ago.

“Queue-jumpers
could demotivate
those who were giv-
en or promised
an earlier date but
were denied the
vaccine.”

She said those af-
fected might feel
uncomfortable and
possibly would not
turn up at the
rescheduled date.

“Sources (front-
liners) revealed that they felt be
trayed (by such an act).

“Indirectly, acts of queue-
jumpers might reduce the par-

Associate Professor Dr
Malina Osman

ticipation of those who deserve
the vaccine and might affect
the target of the NIP."

Dr Malina said while there we
a provision for
those who ob-
structed efforts
to prevent the dis-
ease under the Pre-
vention and Con-
trol of Infectious
Diseases Act 1988,
there was still a
need for a proper
and detailed mech-
anism on how to ex-
ecuteit.

She suggested
that the list of
names who had
registered be made
available on a spe-
cific dedicated
website linked to
the MySejahtera app to ensure
a lr;m\[mrcnl registration pro-
Cess.

“Perhaps the process can be

similar to the registration for the
general election — based on
MyKad or passport numbers — so
that we can easily track any ‘ab
normal’ registration.”

Environmental health expert
Professor Dr Jamal Hisham
Hashim said queue-jumping
could cause delays in the NIP and
jeopardise its rollout for the en-
tire population.

“It might also disrupt the avail
ability of a second vaccine dose
for those who have already re-
ceived the first dose.

“Both health and non-health
frontliners must be vaccinated
first due to the high-risk nature of
their jobs.

“They risk getting infected and
also transmitting it to others.
If they are not well protected,
those who work with them as
well as the public might be af-
fected.

“Vaccinating them first should
be the top priority,” said the
Universiti Selangor visiting pro-

fessor of environmental health,
who is also a member of the
Public Health Advocacy Al
liance.

A Mosti spokesman said the
ministry viewed the matter se-
riously and was working with the
Health Ministry through CITF in
investigating allegations .

Up to Ilam on Wednesday, it
had received 199 complaints and
upon checks, almost 70 per
cent of them had no proof, he
said.

Claims about vaccination
queue-jumpers continued on so-
cial media with the latest alleging
drivers and maids of prominent
figures had jumped queues for
their doses.

MedTweetMY chairman Dr
Khairul Hafidz Alkhair Khairul
Amin had said the coalition of
doctors and health workers had
received complaints on queue-
jumpers and forwarded them to
Mosti for further action. By Nu-
radzimmah Daim
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NESTLE

19 PANDEMIC

OPENS

Centre is the first collaboration between
Selangor govt and private sector, says MB

AZANIS SHAHILA AMAN
SHAH ALAM
bt@nst.com.my

ESTLE (M) Bhd has

opened the Nestle

Quarantine Transit

Station (QTS) in Pega
sus Hotel to ease the burden on
"healthcare facilities, here, and in
nearby areas.

Nestle chief executive officer
Juan Aranols said the QTS was
established in collaboration with
the Health Ministry and the Se
langor government for close con-
tacts of Covid-19 patients who
were required to self-quarantine.

He said the centre provided an
appropriate setting for those who
did not have the means nor suit
able facilities for at-home quar
antine.

The Nestle QTS provides free
accommodation, amenities and
three meals a day.

“QTS is open to Nestle employ
ees and their families, as well as
the Bottom 40 per cent group
(B40) and lower-income commu-
nities in Selangor. The costs will
be fully borne by Nestle.

“Our quarantine centre enables
persons under surveillance who
lack the capacity for effective
home quarantine to self-isolate

Nestle (M) Bhd chief executive officer Juan Aranols (left) briefing f
Amirudin Shari (centre) about the company's Covid-19 pandemic relief efforts after the launch of the

Nestle Quarantine Transit Station in Shah Alam yesterday.

comfortably and safely. This will
be especially beneficial for vul-
nerable communities,” he said at
the opening of the Nestle QTS
yesterday.

Selangor Menteri Besar Datuk
Seri Amirudin Shari said this was
the first collaboration between
the state government and the pri-
vate sector in opening a Covid-19
quarantine centre.

“As such, and in line with the
government’s efforts to set up
more Covid-19 quarantine transit
centres, we welcome private

public sector collaborations to
ensure that we can continue to
protect the health and wellbeing
of the rakyat,” he said.

Nestle said Pegasus Hotel was
selected as a quarantine centre
by the National Disaster Manage-
ment Agency last year.

Through the initiative, 100 ho-
tel rooms are reserved by Nestle
that can accommodate single or
family groups.

“Those under quarantine are
required to observe the strict
standard operating procedure to

langc

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri

protect the hotel staff and other
guests, with a process flow de-
signed by the hotel and validated
by the health authorities. This in-
cludes a dedicated quarantine
entrance and elevator, as well asa
separate kitchen that will prepare
their meals.

“Upon checking in, a ‘Nestle
Cares’ care kit will be provided
and it contains a selection of es-
sential Nestle products for the
duration of their st Those un-
der quarantine will also be mon-
itored by the authorities,” it said.
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Transit station for B40 group launched

SHAH ALAM: Covid-19 patients
from the B40 group who do not have
space at home for self-quarantine
can now check in at the quarantine
transit station at the Pegasus Hotel.

Nestle Malaysia Bhd, which
launched the centre yesterday, will
bear all costs incurred to house
such individuals.

“They will be given free

accommodation and delicious and
nutritious meals,” said Nestle Malaysia
chief executive officer Juan Aranols.
“Those in the B40 group may not
have the facilities for home
quarantine. This is our way to support
the Health Ministry’s efforts to prevent
close contact with them,” he said at the
launch of the Nestle Quarantine
Transit Station initiative by Selangor

Mentri Besar Datuk Seri Amirudin
Shari yesterday.

“Standard operating procedures
will be strictly adhered to at all times,”
Aranols said, adding that the station
will operate for two months, after

which Nestle will assess the situation
to see if an extension is needed.
Amirudin  said the state

government welcomed cooperation

between the private and public sectors
to address the Covid situation in
Selangor.

He said the transit station at
Pegasus Hotel would meet the needs
of those from the central and northern
parts of Selangor and another transit
centre at the Islamic Training Institute
of Malaysia will cater to those from the
southern part of the state. - Bernama
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Selangor launches Ist quarantine transit centre

The centre provides an
appropriate setting for those
who do not have the means
or suitable facilities for
at-home quarantine

by LYDIA NATHAN

THE Selangor state government
together with Nestlé (M) Bhd and
Health Ministry introduced the
Nestlé Quarantine Transit Station
(QTS), the first public-private sector
collaboration to launch a Covid-19
quarantine centre, aiming to sup
port people that have come into
close contact with Covid-19 positive
patients,

The 100-room QTS, located at
Pegasus Hotel in Shah Alam, Selan-
gor, is fully paid for by Nestlé and it
is available for Nestlé employees
and the public

Pegasus Hotel was selected as a
quarantine centre by the National
Disaster Management Agency
(NADMA) in 2020 with proven
capabilities and strict compliance
in handling quarantine cases.

Selangor Mentri Besar Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari said Selangor is

, one of the most affected states due
to its population density, while

HOT)

Aranols (left) briefing Amirudin (centre) on some of the facilities and services that are
available for those undergoing quarantine at Pegasus Hotel

healthcare workers and facilities
have already been stretched at full
capacity

He said the idea for the quaran-
tine centre first came about when
the

number of cases soared

between 2,000 to 3,000 daily, which
led to the discussion of opening a
centre to help curb the spread of the
virus

“The Nestlé QTS will provide an
appropriate setting for those who do

not have the means or suitable faci-
lities for at-home quarantine. This
will include free accommodation,
amenities, three nutritious meals a
day while adhering to the strict
standard operating procedures at all
times,” he told reporters at the
launch of the centre yesterday.

“The QTS will likely be for
patients in stage 1 and 2. This will
also free up some space at MAEPS,
as healthcare workers are also
using the facility for quarantine,”
he said

Amirudin added that relevant
bodies that will work together for
this initiative include Malaysia
Civil Defence Force (APM), the
Malaysian Armed Forces (MAF)
and the Covid-19 Assessment Cen-
tre (CAC).

“Nestlé has had a 0.001% of infec-
tion at its factory from the first
Movement Control Order and has a
good record at handling the pan
demic so far. There is a station set
up at the hotel already for the MAF
and APM forces. They have been
trained and have also had the expe-
rience since last year in handling
the transits and management of
positive tested patients.”

“Since Nestlé has had such a low
infection rate, the centre will be

predominantly for the public. We
will leave it up to CAC and other
bodies to access,” Amirudin added

Meanwhile, Nestlé CEO Juan
Aranols said the company has
taken a stance from the beginning
of the outbreak of the virus with an
aim to support the communities,
keep people safe and ensure ade-
quate supply of food across the
nation

According to Aranols, QTS will
remain open for two months, but
the company will adapt to the situ-
ation and trend of cases

“We will see what is needed in
two months’ time and if we need to
continue. Hopefully, we won't need
to scale up. | cannot comment on
the amount invested but it is signi-
ficant,” he said

Aranols also said this effort will

.look at helping the hotel industry

since it has been badly hit since the
pandemic outbreak

“It has definitely been hard
times for many hotels so we want
to put Pegasus Hotel to good use
and help support the community
Last year Nestlé channelled RM15
million to pandemic relief efforts
and we will continue to do this
year with our wide range of initia-
tives,” he said
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